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   BEFORE THE ENERGY RESOURCES CONSERVATION AND DEVELOPMENT           

COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 
1516 NINTH STREET, SACRAMENTO, CA  95814 

                                   1-800-822-6228 – WWW.ENERGY.CA.GOV 

  
  
PALEN SOLAR ELECTRIC 
GENERATING SYSTEM AMENDMENT     Docket No. 09-AFC-7C 

  
 

NOTICE OF STATUS CONFERENCE  
 
Palen Solar I, LLC (PSI) filed an Application for Certification with the Commission on 
August 24, 2009 to construct and operate a nominal 500 megawatt (MW) concentrating 
solar thermal electric power generating facility. The Commission issued a Final Decision 
approving the Palen Solar Power Project (PSPP) on December 15, 2010 (Order No. 
10-1215-19, the “Final Decision,” 09-AFC-7). The Final Decision describes the PSPP as 
a solar thermal project using parabolic trough technology. 
 
On July 16, 2012 the project ownership changed. On December 21, 2012, the current 
owner, Palen Solar Holdings, LLC (PSH), filed a petition to amend the Final Decision. 
The amendment would eliminate the use of parabolic trough technology, replacing it 
with solar “power tower” technology consisting of two solar towers and associated 
power blocks and heliostat fields. The modified project would be called Palen Solar 
Electric Generating System (PSEGS).  
 
On May 14, 2013, PSH submitted a Request for Status Conference, seeking to discuss, 
among other things, scheduling. The Committee assigned to this matter has GRANTED 
the request.  
 
PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that the Committee assigned to conduct proceedings on the 
PSEGS has scheduled a public Status Conference to discuss the proposed project as 
follows:  
 
The STATUS CONFERENCE will be conducted on: 

 
 

MONDAY, JUNE 3, 2013 
Beginning at 10:00 a.m. 

California Energy Commission 
Hearing Room B 
1516 Ninth Street 

Sacramento, CA  95814 
(see map below) 

 

DOCKETED
California Energy Commission

MAY 20 2013

TN 70893

09-AFC-7C
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TELECONFERENCE OPTION:  Parties and the Public may attend the Status 
Conference in person at the above location or by telephone and/or by computer 
via our “WebEx” web conferencing system. For details on how to participate by 
WebEx, please see the "Instructions For Using Webex Teleconferencing Using 
Your Computer And/Or Telephone" attached to this Notice. 
 
Purpose of Status Conference 
 
This Status Conference is sponsored by the Energy Commission for the primary 
purpose of informing the Committee, the parties, and the public about the project’s 
progress to date in the amendment process. The Status Conference is an opportunity to 
resolve procedural disputes and remove obstacles to the efficient processing of the 
amendment. An agenda of the Status Conference is attached to this Notice. 
 
Closed Sessions 
 
During any of the committee conferences or hearings, the Committee may, pursuant to 
Government Code section 11126(c)(3), temporarily adjourn the meeting to a closed 
session to deliberate on matters before the Committee for decision such as the 
preparation of a proposed decision, motions and other matters then pending before the 
Committee. 
 
Public Adviser and Public Participation 
 
Members of the public are welcome to attend and offer comments at the Status 
Conference. It is not necessary to be an Intervenor to participate in the public process. 
Comments may also be submitted in writing. Written comments may be submitted for 
posting on the docket for the proceeding by handing them directly to the Public Adviser, 
e-mailing them to publicadviser@energy.ca.gov or to docket@energy.ca.gov, or by 
U.S. Mail to: 

California Energy Commission 
Docket Unit 
Docket Number: 09-AFC-7C 
1516 Ninth Street, MS-4 
Sacramento, CA 95614 

 
Please identify “PALEN SOLAR ELECTRIC GENERATING SYSTEM AMENDMENT, 
Docket No. 09-AFC-07C” on any e-mailed or written comments. 
 
PLEASE NOTE: Your written and oral comments, attachments, and associated 
contact information (e.g. your address, phone, e-mail, etc.) become part of the 
viewable public record. Additionally, this information may become available via 
Google, Yahoo, and other search engines. 
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The Energy Commission Public Adviser’s Office is available to assist the public in 
participating in the application review process. For those individuals who require general 
information on how to participate, please contact the Public Adviser’s Office at  
(916) 654-4489 or (800) 822-6228 or e-mail: publicadviser@energy.ca.gov. 
 
If you have a disability and need assistance to participate in this event, contact Lourdes 
Quiroz at (916) 654-5146 or e-mail: lou.quiroz@energy.ca.gov. 
 
Information 
 
Questions of a legal or procedural nature should be directed to Kenneth Celli, the 
Hearing Adviser, at (916) 651-8893 or e-mail: ken.celli@energy.ca.gov. 
 
Technical questions concerning the project should be addressed to Christine Stora, 
Compliance Project Manager, at (916) 654-4745 or e-mail: 
christine.stora@energy.ca.gov. 
 
Media inquiries should be directed to the Office of Media and Public Communications at 
(916) 654-4989 or e-mail: mediaoffice@energy.ca.gov. 
 
Information regarding the status of the project, as well as notices and other relevant 
documents pertaining to this proceeding, may be viewed on the Energy Commission's 
Internet web page at: http://www.energy.ca.gov/sitingcases/palen/compliance/. 
 
Dated:  May 20, 2013, at Sacramento, California. 
 
 
 
 
      
KAREN DOUGLAS 
Commissioner and Presiding Member 
Palen Solar Electric Generating System 
Amendment Committee 
 
 
 
 
      
DAVID HOCHSCHILD 
Commissioner and Associate Member 
Palen Solar Electric Generating System 
Amendment Committee 
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PALEN SOLAR ELECTRIC GENERATING SYSTEM 
AMENDMENT COMMITTEE 

STATUS CONFERENCE AGENDA 
 

MONDAY, JUNE 3, 2013 
Beginning at 10:00 a.m. 

California Energy Commission 
Hearing Room B 
1516 Ninth Street 

Sacramento, CA, 95814 
 

 
MEETING AGENDA  
 
1. Call to Order 
 
2. Report from Applicant, Staff and Intervenors regarding the status of the Palen Solar 

Electric Generating System Amendment. 
 
3. Public Comment  
 

Members of the public and other interested persons and entities may speak up to 
three minutes on a matter appearing on this agenda. 

 
4. Closed Session (if necessary) 
 

Committee closed session consideration of the following Item:  
 
APPLICATION FOR AMENDMENT TO THE CERTIFICATION FOR THE PALEN 
SOLAR ELECTRIC GENERATING SYSTEM. Deliberation by the Committee on any 
matters submitted for decision by the Committee including, but not limited to, pending 
motions and scheduling. (Contact: Kenneth Celli) 
 
The Committee will adjourn to closed session in accordance with Government Code 
section 11126, subdivision (c)(3), which allows a state body, including a delegated 
committee, to hold a closed session to deliberate on a decision to be reached in 
a proceeding the state body was required by law to conduct. 
 
5. Adjourn 
 
Agency Contact: Kenneth Celli, Hearing Adviser, phone: (916) 651-8893, or e-mail: 
ken.celli@energy.ca.gov. 
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   INSTRUCTIONS FOR USING WEBEX TELECONFERENCING  
USING YOUR COMPUTER AND/OR TELEPHONE  

 
STATUS CONFERENCE 

DATE 
MEETING NUMBER PASSWORD 

Monday, June 3, 2013 928 241 557 pwd#1516 
 

STEP 1:  Go to https://energy.webex.com 

STEP 2:  Enter the Meeting Number from the table (above) for the Status Conference you 
wish to participate in. (928 241 557) 

STEP 3:  Enter the Meeting Password:  pwd#1516 

STEP 4:  After you log-in, a prompt will appear on-screen asking for your phone number. In 
the Number box, type your area code and phone number, then click “OK.” You 
will receive a call back on your phone that will carry the audio portion of 
the meeting. International callers can use the "Country/Region" button to help 
make their connection. 

 
TO LOG-IN USING A TELEPHONE NUMBER WITH AN EXTENSION: follow Step 1 
through Step 3, but after you log-in, when the prompt asks for your phone number, click 
“CANCEL.” Then call 1-866-469-3239 (toll-free in the U.S. and Canada). When prompted, 
enter the Meeting Number above and your unique Attendee ID number which is listed in 
the top left area of your computer screen after you login.  
 
TO LOG-IN USING A TELEPHONE ONLY (WITHOUT COMPUTER ACCESS): Call  
1-866-469-3239 (toll-free in the U.S. and Canada) and, when prompted, enter the Meeting 
Number from the table (above) for the Status Conference you wish to participate in. 
 
If you have difficulty joining the meeting, please call the WebEx Technical Support number 
at 1-866-229-3239. To see if your computer is compatible, visit 
http://support.webex.com/support/system-requirements.html. Please be aware that the 
meeting's WebEx audio and on-screen activity may be recorded. 
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Palen Solar Electric Generating System Amendment Committee 
 

CALIFORNIA ENERGY COMMISSION 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

California Energy Commission 
Hearing Room B 
1516 Ninth Street 

Sacramento, CA 95814 
(Wheelchair Accessible) 
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PALEN SOLAR ELECTRIC 
GENERATING SYSTEM AMENDMENT 

    Docket No. 09-AFC-7C 
      PROOF OF SERVICE  
      (Revised 05/16/2013) 

  
SERVICE LIST: 
APPLICANT 
Palen Solar Holdings, LLC 
Clay Jensen 
410 South Rampart Blvd., Suite 390 
Las Vegas, NV 89145 
cjensen@brightsourceenergy.com 
Palen Solar Holdings, LLC 
Charlie Turlinski 
1999 Harrison Street, Suite 2150 
Oakland, CA 94612 
cturlinski@brightsourceenergy.com 
 
APPLICANT’S CONSULTANT 
Centerline 
Andrea Grenier 
1420 E. Roseville Parkway 
Suite 140-377 
Roseville, CA 95661 
andrea@agrenier.com 
 
APPLICANT’S COUNSEL 
Scott Galati, Esq. 
Marie Fleming 
Galati/Blek, LLP 
455 Capitol Mall, Suite 350 
Sacramento, CA 95814 
sgalati@gb-llp.com 
mfleming@gb-llp.com 
 
INTERESTED AGENCY 
California ISO 
e-recipient@caiso.com 

County of Riverside 
Office of Riverside County Counsel 
Tiffany North 
3960 Orange Street, Suite 500 
Riverside, CA 92501 
tnorth@co.riverside.ca.us 

INTERVENORS 
Center for Biological Diversity 
Lisa T. Belenky, Senior Attorney 
351 California St., Suite 600 
San Francisco, CA 94104 
lbelenky@biologicaldiversity.org 

Center for Biological Diversity  
Ileene Anderson  
Public Lands Desert Director  
PMB 447, 8033 Sunset Boulevard  
Los Angeles, CA 90046  
ianderson@biologicaldiversity.org 

Basin and Range Watch 
Kevin Emmerich 
Laura Cunningham 
P.O. Box 153 
Baker, CA 92309 
atomictoadranch@netzero.net 
bluerockiguana@hughes.net 

Californians for Renewable Energy  
Alfredo Acosta Figueroa 
424 North Carlton Avenue 
Blythe, CA 92225 
lacunadeaztlan@aol.com 

California Unions for Reliable Energy 
Tanya A. Gulesserian 
Elizabeth Klebaner 
Adams Broadwell Joseph & Cardoza 
601 Gateway Boulevard, Suite 1000 
South San Francisco, CA 94080 
tgulesserian@adamsbroadwell.com 
eklebaner@adamsbroadwell.com 
 
 

Hildeberto Sanchez, Eddie Simmons, 
and Laborers’ International Union of 
North America, Local Union No. 1184 
c/o Richard T. Drury 
Christina M. Caro 
Lozeau|Drury LLP 
410 12th Street, Suite 250 
Oakland, CA 94607 
richard@lozeaudrury.com 
christina@lozeaudrury.com 
 
ENERGY COMMISSION STAFF 
Christine Stora 
Project Manager 
christine.stora@energy.ca.gov 
Jennifer Martin-Gallardo 
Staff Counsel 
jennifer.martin-gallardo@energy.ca.gov 
 
ENERGY COMMISSION – 
PUBLIC ADVISER 
Blake Roberts 
Assistant Public Adviser 
publicadviser@energy.ca.gov 
 
COMMISSION DOCKET UNIT 
California Energy Commission 
Docket Unit 
Attn:  Docket No. 09-AFC-07C 
1516 Ninth Street, MS-4 
Sacramento, CA 95814-5512 
docket@energy.ca.gov 
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OTHER ENERGY COMMISSION 
PARTICIPANTS (LISTED FOR 
CONVENIENCE ONLY): 
After docketing, the Docket Unit 
will provide a copy to the persons 
listed below. Do not send copies of 
documents to these persons 
unless specifically directed to do 
so. 
 
KAREN DOUGLAS 
Commissioner and Presiding Member 
 
DAVID HOCHSCHILD 
Commissioner and Associate 
Member 
 
Kenneth Celli 
Hearing Adviser 
 
Galen Lemei 
Adviser to Presiding Member 
 
Jennifer Nelson 
Adviser to Presiding Member 
 
*Gabe Taylor 
Adviser to Associate Member  
 
Eileen Allen 
Commissioners’ Technical 
Adviser for Facility Siting 
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DECLARATION OF SERVICE 

I, RoseMary Avalos, declare that on May 20, 2013, I served and filed copies of the attached NOTICE OF STATUS 
CONFERENCE, dated May 20, 2013. This document is accompanied by the most recent Proof of Service, which I 
copied from the web page for this project at: http://www.energy.ca.gov/sitingcases/palen/compliance/. 
 
The document has been sent to the other persons on the Service List above in the following manner: 
 
(Check one) 
 
For service to all other parties and filing with the Docket Unit at the Energy Commission: 
 
  X   I e-mailed the document to all e-mail addresses on the Service List above and personally delivered it or 

deposited it in the U.S. mail with first class postage to those parties noted above as “hard copy required”; 
OR 

 
        Instead of e-mailing the document, I personally delivered it or deposited it in the U.S. mail with first class 

postage to all of the persons on the Service List for whom a mailing address is given. 
 

 
I declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of California that the foregoing is true and correct, and 
that I am over the age of 18 years. 
 
 
Dated:  May 20, 2013       
   RoseMary Avalos 
   Hearing Office 
 


